The Japanese Government’s Grassroots Grant Assistance for the project “Children Together 2007”

The Government of Japan granted the amount of 3.935 EUR to the Croatian Red Cross-Osijek City Branch for the project “Children Together 2007”. The Grant Contract ceremony was held in the Embassy of Japan, on July 12, 2007. The contract was signed by Mr. Koichi Miyoshi, Charge d'Affaires ad interim of the Embassy of Japan in the Republic of Croatia and Mr. Marko Đukić, Secretary General of the Croatian Red Cross – Osijek City Branch in the presence of Ms. Brstilo-Čičković, Manager of Orahovica Camp and other embassy attendances. The grant has been used for the provision of materials and equipment for the school children workshops in summer camp “Children Together 2007” in Orahovica where children learned about tolerance, acceptance and friendship, regardless of ethnic backgrounds. 

Mr. Miyoshi mentioned in his speech that the Government of Japan recognized this project as priority as it enables improvement of inter-ethnical tolerance and trust among children not only in schools but in society as well. Mr. Đukić expressed his gratitude to the Embassy of Japan and people of Japan for the approval of this project and mentioned that Japan helped many times through other organizations during the war and post war recovery period. The project was initiated and supported by the OSCE Mission to Croatia and will be implemented by Red Cross Osijek and Osijek-based NGO Alliance for Scientific, Culture and Humanitarian Activities (ANKH).

“Children Together” project final ceremony

The closing ceremony of 15-day summer camp “Children Together 2007” was held in Orahovica Camp site on 31 July 2007. The event attended by the numerous leading figures of the Croatian government and the International community was concluded by the children’s performance in which fifty children who completed 6th and 7th grade of 7 ethnic groups from reintegrated areas of Osijek-Baranja and Vukovar-Srijem Counties performed the all-time-world’s-favorite story “The Little Prince”. The aim of this summer camp is to develop friendship accepting each other, to exercise tolerance and to deal with conflict situations. Fifty children have increased understanding and trust among students through the camp and learned the team spirit from the practice of the performance. 

The Ambassador of Japan to the Republic of Croatia, Mr Shirakawa, who took part in this event as one of the International donors made a speech, in which he wished that the atmosphere of the tolerance and understanding among children and the spirit of integration achieved here would bring the bright future to this country. The Ambassador Shirakawa congratulated the success of Children Together 2007 as well as everyone who had made this camp possible. The Embassy of Japan, as an international donor, hopes that initial goal has been achieved. 
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Participants of the summer camp perform in the closing ceremony


