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Japan stands by Croatia 

 

Ten months into my mandate, the discovery so far, to my delight, has been that Croatia embraces the 

culture of a Far East island country, 9,300 kilometers away, with a language of complete different structure 

and a cuisine of somewhat acquired flavour; and vice versa. Even during the war fought for independence, 

Ono Kazushi conducted at the Lisinski Hall. Having served as Music Director for Zagreb Philharmonic 

Orchestra from 1988 to 1996, he later contributed an article to a Japanese guidebook on Croatia. There he 

recalls Zagreb where “walking by the streets, here and there you come across buildings and nature still 

preserving the old, that seem to vibrate the distinctively rich sound produced by the Orchestra”. Professor 

Vladimir Devidé, the renowned mathematician who studied in Japan in early 1960s, had disseminated Haiku 

until Croatia ranked third next only to Japan and the US in the ratio of Haiku composers to the population. In 

April 1995, Mate Granic, whose negotiating skills contributed to his country’s path from the declaration of 

independence to the EU presidency, received the Japanese Foreign Minister Kono Yohei on Zrinjevac. The 

Ministerial meeting was repeated in the same venue by his son Kono Taro and the newly assigned Gordan 

Grlic Radman in August last year. The two countries have shared not only insights into culture but also same 

values. 

  Two Sundays before the worst earthquake in 140 years hit Zagreb, its citizens in hundreds attended a Mass 

in the Cathedral, dedicated to the victims of the earthquake and tsunami that hit northeast Japan in March 

2011. Voices of sympathies and gestures of support are on their way from Japan to reciprocate the solidarity. 

I wish to recommence, when the pandemic is cleared, Judo competitions, Koto concerts, or workshops 

invoking already masterful Croatian talents of Origami, in my humble attempt to generate support.  

   Tokamachi, the host city for the Croatian national football team at the 2002 FIFA World Cup, was 

preparing to host a number of Croatian athletes for the Olympics 2020. Now it waits for the summer 2021 

to welcome them. All of us are working together to make it happen. 

 

KAJI Misako 

Ambassador of Japan to Croatia 
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